Mary Catherine Stoumbos

Policy Project, assigned in Children’s Music Education and Cultural Policy
The policy project is a three-part capstone project designed for students to deeply engage theory,
policy, and practice together.

The first paper in this project is a theory paper that investigates implications of a particular
theoretical framing of childhood learning, relevant to the topic of this course. This paper will be
no more than four double spaced pages long. Students write this paper while learning in class
about the methodologies historically employed by ethnomusicological studies of childhood and
music learning. In this paper, students will:
1. clearly explain the chosen theoretical framing, describing its main tenets and offering any
relevant critiques.
2. explicitly connect the chosen theoretical framing to music learning; this can most clearly
be done by examining select ethnomusicological writings that employ the theory.
DUE: Class 11

The second paper will be a policy analysis that engages a specific cultural or public policy. This
paper will be no more than four double spaced pages long, but may be shorter depending on the
chosen format. Some styles may include: white-paper; policy analysis blog post; policy change
recommendation. If a student wishes to write in a different format, ideas must first be approved
by the instructor. Students will work in a small group of two to three students for this assignment
to practice working with others in professional settings. Groups will be assigned based on the
topics of theory papers chosen by each student to ensure that each group is able to draw on a
range of theoretical framings. All students in a group submit one final product and receive the
same grade. In this paper, students will:

1. work together to consider the chosen music education policy and its application from the
variety of theoretical approaches explored in the group members’ theory papers; students
will ultimately choose one or two theoretical lenses to engage in the policy analysis.

2. offer theoretically and practically grounded critiques of the policy, possibly including:
improvements to the policy’s language; frameworks for better application of the policy.

3. write a final product that is appropriate for the intended audience

DUE: Class 19

The third and final paper will be a research paper that incorporates the ideas and policy
explored in the first two papers as it builds a theoretical critique of the chosen policy. Students
are encouraged to think about how their research might be practically applied to their research
subject. This paper will be no more than fifteen pages long. Students will present their ideas for
this project during the last two weeks of class for feedback from the instructor and their peers
before submitting the final product. In this paper, students will:
1. engage the theories and policies explored in their theory paper and policy analysis and
incorporate feedback on those previous assignments.
2. continue researching the chosen policy by drawing on relevant, interdisciplinary case
studies to further explore and critique the policy.
DUE: Date of final exam
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Theory Paper, 15% of the final grade
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Policy Analysis, 15% of the final grade
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Final Paper, 25% of the final grade
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